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I chose hospitality as the theme of this issue because it 
is at the core of many of the services, and it is a kind-
ness that I have experience from many members. I 
have experienced a warm welcome into the Order, kind 
acknowledgements of my contributions, and always a 
happy group working together. During the depths of the 
Coronavirus Pandemic when hospitality was pushed 
aside for social distancing to preserve our collective 
health, I experienced hospitality from many members. 
I had some wonderful conversations with members 
over the phone or through Zoom meetings. Now that it 
is safer to gather, and our programs are opening, let us 
explore how we practice hospitality in our Order. 

That decision to offer hospitality is not accidental. In 
fact, you will read that our core documents outline how 
we as an order are guided on how we are to be hospita-
ble. Through the guidelines of the IOKDS Bylaws, Poli-
cies and Members Manuals, these documents outline 
the expectations of hospitality to be provided by lead-
ers and members. We can all find these living docu-
ments in the members section of the IOKDS website.

Our website, social media platforms and this Silver 
Cross, I hope, offers a level of hospitality whereby the 
reader can gain information about the Order and our 
services. They are frictionless ways of learning about 
the order through easy to find and navigate tools that 
provide a plethora of information so that potential 
members can make an informed decision to join. Ex-
isting members may find a way to further support and 
serve the Order. 

The website reservation tool serves as a gateway to our 
on grounds services. Services such as affordable hous-
ing at Chautauqua have a foundation in hospitality. 
We have developed a program that provides conveni-
ent, comfortable, safe and above all affordable housing. 
This started with the needs of students in mind, and 
then extended, when possible, to members. The cur-
rent program extends out to the “stranger” so that they 
find good accommodations and the gracious hospital-
ity our Christian faith calls us to provide. The results 
of the hospitality we provide is visible in the renewed 
spirit of the participants of Clergy Week.

In this issue an article recalls the celebration of a thriv-
ing circle, honoring valued members and supporters 
from other areas of the Order. Another article honors 
valued members and announces the difficult decision 
to end a Union. Both articles show a high level of hos-
pitality to past and present members.

Outreach to a local community delivering physical 
hospitality is a core principle of IOKDS, and many cir-
cles and branches provide this on a regular basis. High-
lighted is an instance when delivering that outreach 
takes us out of our comfort zone, in fact we may feel 
some sense of danger, but our members feel an urge 
to get beyond these scary feelings and provide service 
where needed. That outreach does come back to us 
from those that we help, they reach out and let us know 
that we have made a difference in their lives.

There has been a Call to Conference, you will find in-
formation in these pages. After being apart so long 
consider that call sincerely to gather safely. Our leader-
ship is preparing a gathering to inform, listen, inspire, 
and have fun.

Take an article or point of view that you have read in 
this publication and share it with your circle or branch. 
Start or continue a conversation on how your circle or 
branch supports hospitality!

In His Name…Michael
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Hospitality is one of the gifts of the Spirit. Some have 
it in abundance, and it comes easy for them. These are 
the people who often have dinners or parties, act as 
hosts or hostesses for retreats or businesses, and who 
have just a general knack for making people feel wel-
come. However, even if hospitality is not our primary 
gift, as followers of Jesus, we should always be looking 
for ways to be more hospitable.

What is hospitality? In Greek, the word means “love 
of strangers.” Hospitality was essential during Biblical 
times as people often travelled with nowhere to stay 
along the way, and so it was common to feed strangers 
and house them overnight at one’s home, often receiv-
ing nothing in return.

One person defines hospitality as “living thoughtfully 
and generously toward others so that they feel wel-
come, included, and loved.” This was the way of many 
in the Bible, including Jesus, and it is the way that all 
Christians should live.

In her “heart to heart talks” and through her writings 
and guidance, our founder Margaret Bottome encour-
aged the King’s Daughters and Sons to do all that they 
could to minister to others using the gifts that God had 
given them. This is hospitality!

The ultimate purpose of hospitality is to minister to 
those around us. It is the basis of Christian life – put-
ting the love of Christ into action. Hospitality does not 
only mean having friends over for dinner. It is much, 
much more.

The King’s Daughters and Sons have offered hospital-
ity to thousands throughout the 136 years of our exist-
ence. From the beginning of our organization, our de-
votion has been to God and His teachings. God leads 
us from small acts of hospitality to amazing endeavors. 
He rejoices in the smiles given to others or the kind 
words offered to them. He smiles when we invite a sin-
gle mom and her children to a picnic in the park, or 
when we prepare a meal for the hungry or the ill. Jesus’

heart soars when we sponsor a child living in pover-
ty or struggling with a particular issue. He is pleased 
when we write letters to soldiers, health-care workers, 
firemen and policemen. Yes, the Lord is pleased when 
we serve in small ways. It’s all hospitality!

How else is hospitality shown? It is shown by projects 
such as filling backpacks with school supplies or pro-
viding food for children for the days off school, hold-
ing clothing drives, collecting new shoes for school 
children, paying the utilities for struggling families, 
and providing Christmas gifts for families. Sending 
children to camp, supporting other charities such as 
the Salvation Army, Sole Hope and Kids Alive, helping 
at homeless shelters, knitting hats and sewing dresses 
and masks, and offering childcare are precious forms 
of hospitality. Literacy sensitivity has led us to provid-
ing books for all ages. Creating mats from bags, as-
sembling health kits for Native American Indigenous 
and shelters, and filling shoeboxes with gifts are all part 
of the hospitality that God expects from us. It pleases 
God and helps His children…and we are doing these, 
and so much more, as various forms of hospitality!

We also have bigger projects including homes for the 
aging and ill, hospitals, schools for children with au-
tism and special needs, trade schools, scholarships for 
higher education, internships, Chautauqua programs, 
digging wells for clean water around the world, apart-
ments for the underprivileged and seniors. These are 
amazing! We continue to serve God, doing what we 
can.

The work of this organization has been evolving 
through the years to meet the needs of the era. Mem-
bers have honored God by serving others with joy. It all 
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pleases God. Throughout the pandemic IOKDS mem-
bers have continued their hospitality to others, often 
becoming very creative with their means of serving. 
We are so proud of you! When things are difficult, we 
work all the harder. 

Looking ahead, we must continue to find ways to 
extend hospitality to others. This needs to start by 
growing in numbers. There is so much that needs to 
be done! During the pandemic many people suffered 
from loneliness; it was a terrible trial for them. Now is 
the time to bring these people into our Circles- engage 
them in your wonderful hospitality, making them feel 
“welcome, included, and loved.” Learn their skills and 
interests and choose a project that uses those skills. 
Help them to feel needed and useful because they are 
both of those things! You will be blessed for that!

Yes – it is a time to grow our Circles! I challenge each 
of you to bring in at least ONE new member this year. 
I will do so also! Remember, YOU must do the ask-
ing! Your new member might also have someone that 
he/she would like to invite. Get the men involved with 
projects that would interest them. Decide on a focus 
and move forward, serving others with joy! We CAN 
do this! Pray! Look around! Ask! Rejoice! Remember, 
“Let us not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for 
some who have done this have entertained angels with-
out realizing it,” - Hebrews 13:2, NIV.

The world needs us now as much as ever. We must grow 
in numbers so that our gifts of hospitality will soften 
the lives of others. Terrible wars are being fought – how 
can we help? Sick children are crying – how can we 
soothe? Families are hungry and cold – how can we 
feed and clothe? Jesus is calling – how will we answer? 
It’s up to us!

1 Peter 4: 9-11 (NIV) says: “Offer hospitality to one an-
other without grumbling. Each of you should use what-
ever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone 
speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very 
words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with 
the strength God provides, so that in all things God may 
be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and 
the power for ever and ever. Amen.”

IHN
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   ospitality is defined as the friendly and generous re-
ception and entertainment of guests, visitors, or stran-
gers.

In our fearful world we cannot imagine first century 
hospitality where travelers were invited into one’s 
home. These could be complete strangers. We may not 
be able to follow that model, but we certainly can prac-
tice hospitality in how we greet and deal with people. 
Loving one another has not gone out of style. Respect-
ing one another has not gone out of style.

Are we or our churches known for friendliness or do 
visitors leave without anyone having spoken to them? 
Are our shut-ins visited? Are we like the Holy Spirit in 
that we come alongside those that are in need?

The passages dealing with Abraham entertaining an-
gels and CHRIST come to mind. Many Bible scholars 
believe that the One that Abraham called Lord was 
a Christophany, an appearance of the preincarnate 
CHRIST. I think that Abraham was blessed with a visit 
from CHRIST along with the angels. 

Heb 13:2 “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so 
doing some have unwittingly entertained angels. “

Gen 18:1 “Then the LORD appeared to him by the ter-
ebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door 
in the heat of the day. 2 So he lifted his eyes and looked, 
and behold, three men were standing by him; and when 
he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, 
and bowed himself to the ground, 3 and said, “My Lord, 
if I have now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by 
Your servant. 4 Please let a little water be brought, and 
wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 And 
I will bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh your 
hearts.”

We know this history from the Scripture, but do we 
think about the implications for everyone found there? 
If Abraham had not been willing to receive these

heavenly visitors what could have become of the prom-
ise of him having as many descendants as the stars? 
Abraham’s family would include the tribe of Judah and 
ultimately, JESUS. That certainly matters to us!

Gen 49:10 “The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor 
the ruler’s staff from between His feet, until He comes to 
whom it belongs.”

It seems that Abraham was permitted a glimpse into 
the future and the coming Messiah. What blessings his 
hospitality brought!

Where would we be with no Vine into which we could 
be grafted and saved?

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. He who 
abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for with-
out Me you can do nothing.”

Rom 11:17 “And if some of the branches were broken off 
(of Israel), and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted 
in among them, and with them became a partaker of the 
root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against 
the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do 
not support the root, but the root supports you… JESUS 
is the Root.”

He was not too busy to look to the needs of others. He 
wanted to be both a blessing to GOD and to others. He 
ministered immediately and personally. He did not feel 
it beneath his dignity to become the servant. The need 
was there, and he answered it immediately. He did not 
wait for others to fulfill the need.

What blessings do we miss in our hurried lives? Let’s 
look carefully for the opportunities around us.
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        any Pastors are stressed, and it is no wonder when they report working long hours, being under paid, conflict 
with parishioners and just plain burnout, these are some of the insights from many research studies. Imagine the 
joy and relief of being in an inviting home, town, and surrounded by soul enriching conversations.

Hospitality colors everything about Clergy Week at Chautauqua. The International Order of The King’s Daugh-
ters and Sons goes to great lengths to ensure that Clergy Week is a stress-free and allows the participants the time 
they need to renew themselves.

We do a lot, but we don’t do it alone. First, the gate passes are covered by the Chautauqua Department of Religion. 
Quite often Branches or individuals provide extra treats such as lunch hosted by the Methodist Church or tokens 
for ice cream. Chautauqua, as a community that truly embraces the relationship of hospitality. Every effort is 
made to ensure that the participants enjoy their stay at Chautauqua, hoping that it will be inspiring, refreshing, 
and relaxing.

The International Order of The King’s Daughters and Sons provides housing for the clergy and heir spouses. Even 
before they arrive hospitality is shown as each participant receives a letter welcoming them to Chautauqua. 

At the houses they are encouraged to make themselves at home. Breakfast items are provided, and they are free 
to use the kitchen whenever they want. During the week several dinners are provided by IOKDS, so they can fel-
lowship together, which is especially nice if there are participants living in more than one house.

On their arrival they are welcomed on the front porch of Benedict for lemonade and cookies and fellowship. The 
leaders describe what opportunities they will experience. They are encouraged to relish this time away from their 
responsibilities. After this time apart the clergy will return home with a renewed spirit to resume their activities.
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In our Bylaws we find in Article IV, our 
text from Mark 10:45 “Not to be min-
istered unto, but to minister.” Is this not 
hospitality and other good works as well? 

In being hospitable are we not following Robert’s Rules of Order, IOKDS 
Bylaws, and The Holy Bible? Perhaps our hospitality to others has been 
challenged during the coronavirus pandemic, therefore we need to reclaim 
our actions of hospitality as we, prayerfully and actively, return to a health-
ier time.

9The Silver Cross   Summer 2022
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   ave you ever thought about “hospitality” and what 
it means to the International Order of The King’s 
Daughters and Sons? As the Chautauqua Proper-
ties Director, I think hospitality relates easily to of-
fering our Chautauqua accommodations to guests. 
According to standard definition, to be “hospi-
table” is cross cultural: being warm, welcoming, 
friendly, and helpful even to strangers. Certainly 
humility, the ability to listen, and problem solving 
are also basic to hospitality.

The hospitality industry has been around since be-
fore Christ! The hospitality industry was derived 
from the arrangements between locals and travel-
ers, needing a safe place to rest. Hospitality is sim-
ply the practice of welcoming guests or strangers. 
The New Testament promotes the virtues of hospi-
tality, in which locals took in traveling Christians 
unable to find a safe place overnight. What could 
be more Christian than taking care of people?

Service is a fundamental pillar of the IOKDS mis-
sion. Staying at one of our three houses is much 
more than a hotel stay. The accommodations we 
provide at Chautauqua, make our guest feel at 
home. Hotel entrepreneur Bill Marriott, claims, 
“This is what it’s all about: taking care of people 
and making them feel good when they are away 
from home.” This is the “magic” that our Chautau-
qua guests experience when staying at Benedict 
House, Bonnie Hall, or Florence Hall.

The IOKDS house host welcomes guests with a 
friendly smile, a safe clean room, convenient loca-
tion, at an affordable price. Our guest houses offer 
full modern kitchen facilities, living room/parlor, 
plus porches for relaxing, good old-fashioned com-
fort. All rooms are air conditioned with individual 
room temperature control.

Benedict House located at 34 Vincent Ave is a 
three-story brick residence that houses IOKDS 
Headquarters, IOKDS historical museum, and 
guest accommodations. Benedict House is located 
on Chautauqua’s historic brick sidewalk, just two

blocks from the quaint village center, Bestor Plaza.

Bonnie Hall is a cute three-story cottage at 29 Vincent Ave. 
It’s also on the charming brick sidewalk just one block from 
Bestor Plaza with its Post Office, Library, fountain, shops, 
bookstore, and sidewalk café.

Florence Hall is situated one block from beautiful Lake 
Chautauqua at 6 Irving Place. It is in the central historic 
district with free shuttle service to all the institution’s ven-
ues. This three-story Victorian Lady originally belonged to 
the Buster Brown Shoe Company family. Recent updates in-
clude a spacious living room, dining room, breakfast nook, 
and an updated kitchen.

Staying on the grounds of the Chautauqua Institution 
makes it easy to take full advantage of all the events, perfor-
mances, and educational programs offered throughout the 
nine-week season. Each week is themed with notable guest 
speakers, artists, entertainers, authors, ministers, and lead-
ers in their field. Located on Lake Chautauqua in South-
west New York State, this Victorian Village comes alive each 
summer season with its unique blend of fine and perform-
ing arts, interfaith worship, lectures, educational programs, 
and recreation.

Come experience true hospitality with the International 
Order of The King’s Daughters and Sons at Chautauqua. 
Reservations may be made online at iokds.org/visit-us/ or 
email chautauqua-housing-director@iokds.org.
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s we move into a post COVID era, I think it is important that we all look 
at how we supported one another in the past two years. Has your outlook 
changed? Do you feel the need to connect to more people? Or have you begun 
to slip back into your busy life and slowly losing touch with those you were 
checking in on regularly. During the covid pandemic, I feel like we all tried a 
little harder, became a little more empathetic, supported our local businesses 
to keep them going, and reached out a little bit more to check on others. As a 
southerner, our hospitality towards others whether they are strangers, family, 
or friends is something I have always strived for and looked up to. It was a lit-
tle harder during covid, but still, something to strive for. As a King’s Daughter, 
I think hospitality fits right in with what we do…we transform lives through 
service. And with persistence and determination this continued through-
out the covid pandemic. Hospitality and service In His Name can persevere 
through even the hardest times. As we all discovered.

The students being served in Around the World with the help of Kid’s Alive 
are full of hospitality from the donations, the applications, the field workers 
who gather the information, to the people who make all the paperwork get 
to the right places. The students we serve for Around the World don’t always 
have family to help them get to college, to help fill out applications, to help 
with transportation, or to even get food. These students are truly grateful for 
all they have, and all the opportunities placed before them. What better reason 
to extend hospitality… to help those who are appreciative and grateful despite 
their hard circumstances. A true inspiration for all of us.

So as the world goes back to its old ways, let’s continue to extend our hospital-
ity and service as we go forward. Be helpful, be empathetic, be patient, and 
most of all be kind in the name of the Lord.

Two of the Around the World Scholarship recipients who are giving and re-
ceiving hospitality are Given and Naftaly Ndung’u Nderitu. Given is an orphan 
and at the age of 25 years, she is going to school to better her life. She wants 
to be a chef to provide good food for all. And Naftaly is going to college to be 
a teacher. He has been employed by Kid’s Alive Home and has already been 
teaching others and he wanted to become an official teacher. What better way 
to show hospitality than to teach children so they can learn to have a better 
life?
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Educational scholarships are one 
of the many ways the International 

Order of The King’s Daughters and Sons 
serves our communities. The Student Min-

istry Scholarship program this past year was able to 
provide twenty-seven full scholarships and one-half 
scholarship. Helping students attended sixteen differ-
ent seminaries. This scholarship is directed towards 
graduate students working to complete their Master of 
Divinity. When reading the applications, it is encour-
aging to see most of these students are already serving 
their communities in many ways. I just want all of you 
to know the importance and value of your monetary 
support, and your prayers for these students striving to 
receive their degree.

Our scholarships are renewable, and Kirstin Swanson 
is one of our students that has been chosen to receive a 
scholarship for a second year. She is diligently working 
to become an ordained minister. In spring 2022, she 
wrote a letter to the IOKDS sharing some of her views. 
Hospitality can be a kind word to demonstrate your 
gratitude for the trust from strangers.

Kirstin writes, “Members of the International Order of 
The King’s Daughters and Sons, I am extremely grate-
ful for the support you have given me with your schol-
arship award. The award you have made is made more 
impactful by your prayers as members of this Order. I, 
my husband, and our two children thank you for your 
generosity and faithfulness.

She continues, “In May I finish my second year of stud-
ies at The General Theological Seminary in New York 
City, NY. I live in New York so have been commuting 
to the campus to attend classes, which are a mix of on-
line and in-person experiences. This scholarship sup-

ports me and my family, replacing some of the in come 
our previously two-income family earned before I 
started pursuing ordained ministry, which will be my 
second career.

Encouragingly she wrote,” Many are worried about the 
present state and future prospects of the church. But I 
am writing these paragraphs just after Holy Week and 
in the light that the Easter resurrection casts on us. I 
remember today that, even when it feels like we are, 
like the disciples on Holy Saturday, living in a time of 
death and loss, we are a resurrection people, and we 
will see something new emerge for the church. I very 
much look forward to seeing what that might be and 
am grateful to the Order for your support in making 
it possible for me to answer the call God placed on my 
heart to be a part of that future.”

We are so proud of our scholars and would like to ex-
press our thanks for your continued support of these 
valuable scholarships. Please continue to promote our 
Student Ministry Scholarship Program in as many 
ways as you can. Our many actions, we can accomplish 
much.
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    he pillar of hospitality is caring. Our IOKDS mis-
sion has been caring about the personal and spir-
itual development of young adults since 1920. What 
are the challenges today to continue our mission at 
this pivotal moment of the young adult’s personal 
and pre-professional development?

Not only is disruption from coronavirus prompt-
ing significant changes in nonprofit organizations, 
but also with higher education. As society grapples 
with the pandemic fallout, decades of change are 
happening in an 18-month to two-year period. 

Since nearly 100% of college students took online 
courses in 2020, students and their parents are wor-
ried how the pandemic will hurt their job prospects 
at graduation. Research from Columbia University, 
NY, and Dennison College, OH shows that students 
and their families are more focused on return of 
college investment with employment now that they 
are living in the suspended uncertainty of the world 
today. 

The socioeconomic situations of today are affect-
ing our internship recruitment in two significant 
ways. Firstly, we had three highly qualified interns 
enthusiastically accept our internship positions. Af-
ter agreeing to the conditions of the IOKDS letter 
of understanding, they later withdrew for personal 
reasons of education and finance. Secondly as of 
January 2022, Indeed.com, the top ranked internet 
job website, will no longer post and advertise un-
paid internships like ours because fifty-six percent 
of paid interns get a full-time job from their intern-
ship placement. This is a setback for IOKDS unpaid 
internship recruitment. 

However, I am thrilled to introduce you to four in-
terns for 2022. They will share their expertise with 
us as we share our Christian caring and hospitality 
with them at Chautauqua.

During the past year, the United States has been 
shaken by social injustice awakening and even vio-
lent protests. IOKDS has a long history of support-
ing diversity in our scholarship awards. To help us 
extend our outreach of inclusivity, Daryl Mifsud

will be serving as our new diversity and inclusion 
intern. We are blessed to have Louise Maynor, of 
North Carolina serve as supervisor. Louise is an ex-
perienced college professor especially familiar with 
challenges Native American students face.

Communication is essential to maintaining and re-
cruiting members and interns for a nonprofit organi-
zation. While our new, modern website appeals to 
young adults and baby boomers surfing the internet, 
social media is the essential pathway to stay visible 
in today’s world. Danny Milkis accepted our com-
munications internship. Our former Communication 
Director, Dianne Foglesong, of Indiana has agreed to 
serve as supervisor.

14 The Silver Cross  Summer 2022
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All members realize and have concern about the ag-
ing factor of our organization. We need to preserve 
our one hundred fifty-six-year history. I am pleased 
to announce that Hannah Kamphuis will be our his-
tory intern. Longtime member and our current His-
torian, Meredith Houghton, of Kentuky will serve as 
Hannah’s supervisor.

As our membership declines, our dues, and contri-
butions decline. It is tempting to depend on emo-
tional memories of the past to determine how best 
to move forward in mission. Therefore, we need data 
regarding operational income and expenses gener-
ated from renting IOKDS homes at Chautauqua. 
Nathan Cox will be our financial analyst intern gath-
ering and organizing this information. Bruce McLel-
land, of Ontario serves as the IOKDS Treasurer and 
will supervise Nathan.

2023 is my last year on the board as Internship Di-
rector. Here-in lies a new opportunity for an IOKDS 
member to serve young adults and our organization. 
I can assure my successor that this position will re-
ward you with genuine reciprocal hospitality and 
meaningful relationships. Step forward now, and I 
will walk you through the job step by step during 
2023 so that the transition of program leadership is 
smooth for all. 

We offer prayers of thankfulness to our donors over 
the past five years. Your donations significantly im-
pact each intern’s development as their work sup-
ports the wellbeing of our organization and mission.

15The Silver Cross   Summer 2022
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   ospitality is one of the most prominent values of the 
International Order of The King’s Daughters and Sons 
and of the Carolina Circle in Durham, NC. Hospitality 
is not just politeness for us; it is our Christian purpose. 
Hospitality demonstrates love for one another; love of 
thy neighbor as thyself. “Lend a Hand” resonates still 
after one hundred thirty-five years of the history of the 
Order. One source defines hospitality as love in action. 
Another defines it as caring and serving. The Old and 
New Testaments admonish us to observe hospitality. 
The most familiar example may be the story of the 
Good Samaritan, but it is hardly the only one.

How do Native Americans/Indigenous people reflect 
hospitality in service to others? Practicing hospitality 
is a sacred tradition in the cultures of First Peoples. 
Common themes in Native American stories include 
stingy hosts who are derided for not providing help to 
strangers. Tribespeople who mistreat orphans, step-
children, or captives are often harshly punished. On 
the North American continent, Native and indigenous 
people were the first to meet explorers, settlers, and 
colonizers, helping them to survive unknown territo-
ries and unfamiliar customs. Clearly, hospitality saved 
lives and established harmony among starkly different 
cultures. 

The Micmac of northeastern North America (Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, and Maine) are thought to 
be the first North American society to encounter Eu-
ropeans–the Norse Vikings who arrived about AD 
1000. Micmac legend, “The Creator Visits,” is one of 
the most famous in First Peoples’ literature. A poor 
old man and his grandson both dream that the Crea-
tor will visit them. With nothing much to give, they 
still prepare a supper of bread and soup for him. Over 
the day of his expected arrival, four destitute passers-
by come to their door seeking food and shelter. The 
old man hesitates (thinking about the Creator’s visit) 
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but feeds each one anyway. The last stranger arrives 
very late, weak, tired, and hungry. They almost turn 
him away because they have nearly nothing left. They 
relent and feed him what they have and give him rest. 
They retire disappointed that the Creator did not come. 
In a dream that night, the Creator appears to them. 
They question why he did not come. He responds, “I 
came four times and you fed me. You will never go 
hungry again because you fed those who needed you.” 
This motif rings true throughout world cultures, but 
especially in Christian scripture for believers. 

Hospitality is a practice not an abstract idea for our 
Native American and indigenous scholarship recipi-
ents. The personal story of one of our 2021 scholars is 
unforgettable, even somewhat haunting. To be sensi-
tive because of the nature of the details, I will not use 
her name. Her experience, however, embodies the val-
ues of caring and service to others. This young woman 
(Spirit Lake Sioux) was born to an addicted mother 
who died from complications of the addiction. The 
child was placed in foster care at birth and was adopt-
ed about a year later. Her adoptive father died when 
she was two years old. She suffered much trauma in 
her early years, but her adoptive mother loved her and 
raised her daughter to work hard in school, establish 
goals, and pursue her dreams. They did not have it 
easy. Today, our scholarship recipient is a high-achiev-
ing student at the University of Arizona and plans to 
earn a degree in pre-law and criminal justice.

This student praises her mother for adopting her, nur-
turing her, and enabling her to make a wholesome life 
for herself. She says, “My dream is to become a civil 
rights attorney and work to advance the rights and 
lives of indigenous, Black, and other people of color.” A 
former teacher recommended her highly for her pas-
sion for her cultural heritage and her desire to help her 
community. This young woman aims to serve others in 
her tribal community and in her profession. A stranger 
took her in, loved her, and enabled her to embark on a 
path to success--the ultimate hospitality.
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    ver the last four years, the ADANAC Circle has been doing community outreach with Ottawa’s downtown 
populace. Giving them prepaid $20 grocery cards. We distribute them in an area with rent to income apartments, 
and not the “best of neighborhoods”.

 
ADANAC members were slightly reticent approaching strangers, understandably so! How-
ever, residents in the area were suspicious of our activities. We realised that they are so used 
to the “hard life” of no one giving to them, only taking, that they did not trust us to be giving 
something with no strings attached.

We yelled out, “No strings attached, we are just passing on God’s love, through a free pre-
paid grocery card.” They would stop and look at us with complete disbelief, saying “Really?” 
And with a complete change they would turn back to us and accept the gift. It touched us all 
deeply! They were truly overjoyed, and grateful. It was such an honour to be one of God’s 
vessels for good.

Yearly we get the same reaction of genuine gratitude, and that always allays our concerns of 
dealing with the strangers. It takes us out of our comfort zone and that can be a reward on its 

own. Being Christian I’ve got my own issues, but I still start each day putting my life and the day’s occurrences 
in God’s hands, constantly chattering to him. Am I doing the right thing, or complaining because I know what to 
do, but not feeling up to it, like the lover in Solomon’s song, always needing encouragement to try harder, reach 
higher, pull from self, to only at the end of day, to pray crestfallen for mercy, on all I that failed Him over my day.

Those days we distribute grocery gift cards my own perspective on 
life changes. By getting out to meet strangers with no time to really 
evaluate the situation, I felt the Lord was with us, guiding our ac-
tions, demeanour, even tones of voice, and words. I could feel free 
of danger, doing His work, leaving Him to be sole judge. I felt free, 
unburdened, purposeful, and energized.

So, whose perspective on life changed? Mine did, thank you God. 
All need, yes truly need, to feel seen, respected, and given our sin-
cere compassion. God does the rest. I urge all to the challenge, be-
lieve me you will feel richly rewarded.
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  hen the Chesapeake Bay Circle of Mathews, Virginia celebrated its 
twenty-fifth anniversary in February 2022, members didn’t fail to 

pay homage to King’s Daughters of other circles whose expertise and encouragement made its founding possible.

After several meetings with members of other Tidewater-area circles, Chesapeake Bay Circle was officially char-
tered on February 24, 1997, with eight charter members: Mildred Diggs, Thelma Hudgins, Faye Hutchinson, 
Pearl Hutchinson, June Rowe, Ann Rowe, Virginia Dare Sadler, and Maxine Wilson. Virginia Dare Sadler and 
Thelma Hudgins were elected co-leaders.

The anniversary program, presided over by Nancy Layng, was held at New Point Friends Church. Tribute was 
paid to special guests Nan Pointer and Jean Haywood of York River Circle who, among others, were instrumen-
tal in the formation of Chesapeake Bay Circle. Also welcomed was guest speaker, Sandy Pace, Virginia Branch 
President/International Vice President. The meeting was followed by a special luncheon, including a beautiful 
anniversary cake, which provided a period of fellowship and reflection. 

During its twenty-five years of service, the Chesapeake Bay Circle has made annual donations to the Internation-
al departments as well as the Virginia Branch projects. The Native American department has been a special inter-
est of members who support the Upper Mattaponi Tribe and its Clinic in various ways. This free clinic is often 
the only source of medical care 
for many of the reservation resi-
dents. Last year the Circle was 
instrumental in raising funds for 
a Virginia Branch scholarship 
award to a young member of the 
Mattaponi Tribe whose goal is to 
become a teacher.

Each meeting includes a guest 
speaker and is followed by a “pot 
luck” luncheon for informal vis-
iting and conversation.

Members are looking forward 
to the next twenty-five years of 
service.
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The King’s Daughters Home Administrator 
Darus Love shared a few statistical highlights 
during the tour. The Home was built in 1905. 
The site for the Home was chosen in the 1800s 
as the most centralized location for all the 
Missouri Circles (St. Louis, Hannibal, Kansas 
City, Columbia, etc.). Mexico today is a city 
of 11,500. Currently, 40 women reside at the 
Home, 32 in the intermediate care facility and 
eight in the residential care facility. Residents 
have come to the Home from six counties. The 
Home employs 42 staff members plus consult-
ants and maintenance personnel.

A major goal of the Home is to begin a rainy-
day savings fund for difficult times. Helen 
Washburn, former President of our Circle, 
serves on the Endowment Committee for the 

Home.

The Ruth Major Circle has main-
tained a longstanding association 
with the Home in Mexico. We sup-
port financially through our annual 
pledges, $400 total this year. We visit 
the Home and support with tangible 
gifts. For example, during this visit 
we brought a roll of quarters for their 
bingo games, plus other monetary

donations, toiletries, candies, and snacks.

Ruth Major members enjoyed visiting with 
their two “birthday ladies,” residents of the 
Home who are assigned to the circle for spe-
cial attention on their birthdays and other oc-
casions.

At the end of the tour, the Ruth Major mem-
bers were pleased to have gained a new ap-
preciation for the services of the Home and a 
tenderness for the specific ladies assigned to 
them.
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     uring World War II, the war effort permeated every level of American soci-
ety. Besides the obvious contribution of some sixteen million men and women 
who were in the various branches of the US Armed Forces during the war, civil-
ians were also encouraged to aid the war effort in any and every way possible. 
They were encouraged to buy war bonds to fund the United States’ involvement 
in the global conflict, as well as donate their scrap metal and rubber to make 
ships, airplanes, and vehicle tires for military use overseas. 

In one show of aid, the eighteen women of the Louise Leibert Circle in Kan-
napolis, North Carolina decided to put their time and skills to use for the ben-
efit of the American Red Cross. As of June of 1943, the members of this Circle, 
which started in 1937 and was named after the sixth International President 
Louise Hill Leibert, had spent 100 hours rolling bandages and surgical dress-
ings for the Red Cross. In fact, they had held eight monthly meetings at their 
local Red Cross workroom. The women of the Louise Leibert Circle also spent 
their time visiting with those who were ill and sending a number of cards and 
food trays to them. 

These women were proud of their hard work and wanted to recognize the importance of women’s contributions 
to the war effort. In 1943, they marched in a local women’s parade that celebrated “Women At War” week. The 
women of the Louise Leibert Circle carried large posters displaying their Circle’s motto and emblem while wear-
ing purple ribbons with the words “King’s Daughters” written on them, displaying their pride in their IOKDS 
membership. During that week, they also decorated a local store window with the posters carried in the parade, 
in addition to an American Flag, and a sizable open Bible. They put the Bible against a purple backdrop, a symbol 
for IOKDS, and included above it an inspirational article from The Silver Cross.

It is important to highlight the work of these women, and those like them, as it is largely bypassed by the history 
textbooks. Although the women of the Louise Leibert Circle did not go into physical battle, their contributions 
to the war effort were essential, and they truly served their country In His Name.

I would like to thank Sue Buck and Meredith Houghton, past and current International Historian, respectively, as 
well as my fellow IOKDS interns Elena Stanley and Dylan Baker for their help with this article.
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    haron Mullan Arnold, a student in the Chautauqua Scholarship Program Class of 2001, organized an online 
reunion to mark twenty years since her class met at Chautauqua.

Sharon, a student from Northern Ireland, wrote, “I often think of Chautauqua and the scholarship class with 
so much gratitude. What an amazing experience you and KDS provided for us all. I see Lynn (the other 2001 
Northern Ireland student) once or twice a year and the older we get the more we realize and appreciate what an 
incredible experience that was!”

Sharon began in July of 2021 to form a private Facebook group and tried using old email addresses to contact 
her classmates. Most of the mail bounced back to Sharon, but she was able to reach Sue Buck the Director the 
year Sharon attended who had the same email address! 

Each person Sharon tracked down helped with the search and soon most of the class and staff had been con-
tacted. Sadly, Daniel Flowers of Texas, had passed away that summer. 

A Zoom call was arranged and on Saturday, August 21, 2021, the 2001 CSP Class met “face-to-face”. Everyone 
shared memories and updated the class on their life’s events over the past two decades. A wonderful get-togeth-
er, seeing the faces of the students and hearing how their lives were changed.

Thanks to Sharon and Lynn, as well as all who participated, for their effort to reconnect.
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n the 1990s, the directors of the Chautauqua Schol-
arship Program (CSP) reached out to students from 
several countries including England, Scotland, Ire-
land, Lebanon, Egypt, and Ukraine. The contact in 
Ukraine was Reverend David Pandy-Sekeres, a Cana-
dian-Ukrainian minister, living in the Transcarpathian 
section of Ukraine, near the Hungarian border. Sup-
ported by funds from the Chautauqua based Carna-
han-Jackson Fund, Rev. Pandy-Sekeres vetted students 
and arranged for them to travel to Kyiv to obtain US 
visas from the US Embassy. Beginning with Georgina 
in 2004 several Ukrainian students travelled to upstate 
New York until the program was disbanded.

The opportunity for the students to come to America 
was the culmination of a lifetime dream. To be at Chau-
tauqua, that unique sanctuary, was the icing on the 
cake! Georgina wrote “Chautauqua is just the perfect 
place to be in harmony with The Lord. And what con-
cerns the people here – they are just nice, kind, friendly. 
This is the island of peace”. Surely, right now, Georgina 
is remembering that “island of peace” and gaining solace 
from that memory. Another former scholar Monika stat-
ed, “I don’t know if you understand this, but it is a very 
important part of my life. I will never forget this place, 
Chautauqua, this great class, and staff.” Many other stu-
dents expressed gratitude for the hospitality shown to 
them.

Throughout the ensuing years, former CSP Directors, 
Christine Dawson of Ontario, Pat Fisher Bowen of On-
tario, Valerie Roberts of West Virginia, Vicki Carter 
of New Jersey, and other former King’s Daughters and 
Sons officers have maintained contact via social media 
with several of these Ukrainian men and women. 

At the time of the writing of this article, the media is 
full of stories of the war that began on February 24, 
2022, with the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Everyone

who remembers these students and keeps in contact 
is concerned about their welfare. One former stu-
dent wrote that she and her family escaped across the 
Hungarian-Ukrainian border to live with relatives in 
Hungary. She said that before leaving her homeland 
she neglected to check the expiration date of her child’s 
passport. Upon arriving at the border check, the agent 
told her that the passport had expired a few days earlier. 
As we all know, goodness rests in the hearts of people 
all over the world. The border agent allowed her and 
her child to pass. She wrote that, with tears running 
down her cheeks, she stopped her car and just praised 
The Lord for being allowed to travel to the safety of 
Hungary.

Many of the former students have written that prior 
to the war they were living and working in Germany, 
Hungary, and other countries. Of course, all men of 
military age have been called up for service so per-
haps some of our male students are fighting for their 
homeland right now. For many, their families have re-
mained in Ukraine, so they are constantly monitoring 
the changing situation and making plans for possible 
evacuations. Because the area of Transcarpathia which 
is in the western part of the Ukraine has not (so far) 
been affected by the conflict, these former scholarship 
students report that Ukrainians from throughout the 
country have flowed into that area filling hotels and res-
taurants as they wait to cross into Hungary or Poland.

Like the entire Ukrainian population and the rest of the 
civilized world, the Chautauqua Scholarship students 
wait and pray for peace. Those who have left for safety 
in neighboring countries fervently wish to return to 
their homes. As one of our former students wrote, “We 
really hope that we can continue life at home. We have 
worked for what we have there. I know that there might 
be unexpected situations in life when we need to make 
new plans. This present situation is like that, but we are 
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sure that God has plans for us at home. I am teaching 
Bible studies for teenagers and my husband is a volun-
teer in the church fire brigade. We feel that we are at the 
right place there. We want to raise our sons in that com-
munity where family, God, community, traditions are 
important. We hope and pray for the war to end and to 
go back to normal life.”

It is hoped that each member of The King’s Daughters 
and Sons will remember the many Ukrainian students 
that helped make the former Chautauqua Scholarship 
Program as interesting as it was. With students from 
throughout the world gathering, it was an opportunity 
for a healthy exchange of ideas and cultures. 

Please lift these people and their families in your 
prayers. Also, there are a variety of worthwhile organi-
zations to which you can contribute to help the mil-
lions of displaced Ukrainian people. 
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 t is with a heavy heart that we have to announce the 
disbanding of our Logan County Union of the IOKDS 
in Bellefontaine, Ohio.

The Logan County Union was first organized on Sep-
tember 20, 1922. In 1982, Eileen Gordon of West 
Mansfield, was instrumental in reactivating the Union. 
She was assisted by Deb Hurd. Joyce Stearns, who was 
the Ohio Branch President at that time, installed the 
officers. Mrs. Gordon served as President and her hope 
was to make the County Union an active part of the 
Order once more. The Logan County Union disbanded 
March 1, 2022, so, for almost 100 years they donated, 
contributed, found true friendships and served In His 
Name.

At one time the Logan County Union had 15 Circles in 
the county and 15 Circles in the city, but to date there 
were only three Circles remaining – one in the county 
and two in the city.

Bazaars, bake sales, and monetary donations were 
given in order for the Union to give back to various 
projects. These projects included children’s needs, Red 
Cross, Week Day Religious Education, books, shoes, 
autism, our Ohio Branch needs, and our International 
needs, especially to our Ohio Room at Chautauqua.

At one time in the 1980’s, the biggest event to make 
money was our Bazaars. Each Circle and their mem-
bers were responsible for baked foods and crafts. Then 
a work schedule was made out, flyers were sent out and 
a lot of money was made in order to make our dona-
tions. Later, as our membership started to decline, a 

Bakeless Bake Sale was introduced and each Circle 
donated various amounts of money to keep our dona-
tions going.

So again, as we stated, it is with a heavy heart to see 
that another chapter in our Order has ended. The 
monies left were dispersed to the Ohio Branch Stu-
dent Ministry Department, the Week Day Religious 
Education Program, and we purchased and donated a 
new Lectern Lamp for the Ida A. Vanderbeck Chapel 
at Chautauqua, in remembrance of Doris Lyons, who 
was a much-loved member of the Ohio Branch.

We are proud to have served as The King’s Daughters 
and Sons In His Name.
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